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In October 2019, Lord John Bird introduced 
a Private Member’s Bill entitled the 
Wellbeing of Future Generations Bill into 
the House of Lords. The Bill is inspired and 
modelled after the Wellbeing of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 2015 but has 
been extended to suit the Westminster 
political setting and adapted to account 
for the lessons learned since the Welsh 
Act’s implementation and a growing 
body of international experience.

INTRODUCTION

I applaud The Big 
Issue for raising 
these critical issues, 
which are about the 
future of our children 
and grandchildren
Boris Johnson 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
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The Today for Tomorrow campaign, which was launched by The Big Issue on 
October 14th 2019, is the campaign which backs the Bill and promotes its principles – 
embedding long-termism, prevention and the interests of future generations at the 
heart of UK policy-making, with the belief that this will help to tackle the defining 
issues of our time, including the climate crisis, poverty and pandemics.

Principally, the Wellbeing of Future 
Generations UK Act would enshrine in law: 

• A requirement on (non-devolved) public bodies, 
including the UK Government, to balance the 
needs of the present with the needs of the future, 
and to work preventatively, with a long-term focus; 

• The existence of an independent UK Commission 
for Future Generations to promote the future 
generations principle among public bodies and 
hold public bodies to account;

• A duty on one minister from each Government 
department to promote and protect the future 
generations principle within central Government.

This would require the UK Government to: 

• Act to protect future generations from 
existential and environmental threats;

• Work preventatively, and with foresight, 
to solve societal problems;

• Account for, and seek to increase, 
its preventative spending. 
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This report demonstrates the findings of research conducted 
by Portland Communications mid-pandemic, in July 2020. 

The research sought to identify how passing legislation like the Wellbeing of Future Generations 
Bill would be politically relevant to the current Conservative Government. Through four 90-minute 
virtual focus groups and 15-minute online surveys completed by 1,000 members of the general 
population and 500 political proxies, Portland found that:

• More than two thirds of the public (69 per cent) want the Government to do more to plan and prepare 
for long-term threats, rising to three quarters (73 per cent) when looking purely at swing voters. 

• 61 per cent say that this expectation increases with the length of time a party is in power, and also presents 
an opportunity to build a positive shared legacy that both Government and its people will be remembered for.

• The aspects of long-termism that resonate most with people are:

• Covid being a lesson to learn and adapt from; if we can predict quite accurately 
future threats, we should prepare for them to the best of our ability. 

• We must work for a better future for our children and grandchildren.

• The public want to see considerable reform to the political system to make this happen, 
with nearly two thirds (62 per cent) calling for greater accountability of ministers.

Therefore, the Wellbeing of Future Generations Bill is highly 
relevant to a Government looking not only to recover and 
adapt to a post-pandemic world, but also to retain and build 
upon the so-called ‘red wall’ constituency seats that it won 
in the 2019 General Election.

RESEARCH
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Main recommendations

• Implementing a Future Generations Bill would 
answer calls from 66 per cent of voters who’d 
like to see the Government demonstrate 
a stronger commitment to long-termism, 
especially after so much focus has been 
given to immediate relief this year;

• Formulating national wellbeing goals would 
be a useful mechanism to address the key 
concerns on voters’ minds, for example 
inequality and climate change, and could 
be used as a way to lay out an accessible 
long-term vision for the country;

• Ensuring a Futures and Forecasting Report is 
completed every five years to increase the 
UK’s preparedness for existential risks, which 
is an increasingly important matter for voters 
post-pandemic; it also provides a mechanism 
to increase engagement with younger 
generations, which is a concept that 
emotionally resonates with the public;

• Establishing a Future Generations Commission 
consisting of experts and young people to 
embed younger generations’ views within 
decision-making;

• Extending the remit of the Office for Budget 
Responsibility to ensure sustainability and 
wellbeing indicators are part of its analysis 
of the Treasury – this is especially relevant post-
pandemic, as the country faces a wellbeing crisis;

• Setting up a Future Generations Joint Committee 
within Parliament and implementing the 
preventative spending clauses of the Bill to 
demonstrate the Government’s commitment to 
political reform to combat short-termism;

• Placing responsibilities on an existing minister 
in each Government department to safeguard 
future generations’ interests, illustrating to voters 
that there will be accountability within central 
Government to ensure political reform will be 
taken seriously.



Today For Tomorrow believes that it is the right of us all, and of later generations, to have a positive 
future where our wellbeing is paramount. Only then will we be able to overcome some of the biggest 
cyclical challenges that society faces once and for all: from climate change and how we treat our 
environment to poverty and inequalities, as well as existential risks such as pandemics.

CONCLUSION

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations member states in 2015, 
has never been more relevant, in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic (and with COP26 on the horizon). 

It provides a shared blueprint for peace and 
prosperity for people and the planet, now and 
into the future. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which are an urgent 
call for action by all countries – developed 
and developing – in a global partnership. 
They recognise that ending poverty and other 
deprivations must go hand-in-hand with 
strategies that improve health and education, 
reduce inequality, and spur economic growth – 
all while tackling climate change and working 
to preserve our oceans and forests.* 

The time is now for us to be building upon these important goals and for the UK Government 
to be the first United Nations country to adopt a Wellbeing of Future Generations Act. 
If not, it will be to our children and grandchildren’s detriment.

*   https://unosd.un.org/content/sustainable-development-goals-sdgs
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Dear Boris, 
I am writing to you on behalf of my two daughters who are two years and six months old 
respectively. I worry for their futures, and the opportunities the future holds for them… 
to live the lives that they deserve to live, to have the opportunities that they deserve to 
have, to breathe air that is clean, to be able to have their own children without having to 
weigh up if there will be enough resources to accommodate them.”

Portland focus group participant’s letter to PM Boris Johnson

Unless the Government implements some of the recommendations in the Bill, our future and the 
wellbeing of future generations will continue to be put at risk. We want to see a fairer UK where poverty 
and inequalities cease to exist, where we take account of our environment and don’t exacerbate the 
climate crisis. We want a future where existential risks such as pandemics, which are predicted to 
become more prevalent, are properly prepared for. And voters believe that not only is this the right 
thing to do, but it may also contribute to the Conservative Party holding on to the so-called ‘red wall’ 
constituency seats and, crucially, build upon them at the next General Election.
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TOGETHER, WE CAN GIVE A VOICE TO FUTURE GENERATIONS

Steering Group Members: 
The Body Shop 
The Foundation for Democracy and Sustainable Development 
Longview Philanthropy 
Carnegie UK 
The Centre for the Study of Existential Risk 
The Centre for Long-Term Resilience 
The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Future Generations


